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August is the national month of  several celebrations...but 
we sure think that all of  the kids heading back to school 
make it appropriate to celebrate National Back to School 
Month with our teachers, school administrators, school 
staff and the students!

There is a lot to do! Parents are out purchasing supplies 
and new clothes for the kids, teachers are preparing 
for in-services and getting their classrooms ready, 
admininistration is making sure everything is in order and 
the transportation department is reviewing routes and 
schedules for hundreds of  kids. 

With all of  this also comes other outstanding groups 
throughout the community who are supporting our 
educators and students. For example: Timberwood Bank 
is going to award five lucky teachers with $200 to help 
with their classroom supplies; Tomah Lions are teaming 
up with Timberwood Bank and Express Employment to 
help “Stuff the Bus” at the Tomah Wal-Mart; and RIA 

Federal Credit 
Union is a drop 
off point for school 
supplies they 
will take to area 
schools. Many other 
organizations are 
also getting in on 

helping out! That is what makes this community so 
incredible. We support each other!

On August 22, the Tomah Chamber and Visitors Center 
is holding the Back to School BBQ, sponsored by 1st 
Community Credit Union, CCF Bank, Culligan, RIA 
Federal Credit Union and Timberwood Bank. This event 
will take place at Fireman’s Park at 5:00pm. Everyone is 
invited to meet new and existing staff members of  both 
public and parochial schools in the Tomah area. We 
encourage everyone to enjoy a free picnic and celebrate 
the five lucky 
teachers who will 
be awarded the 
classroom supply 
money from 
Timberwood Bank. 

Left: LINK Students grill up brats and 
hotdogs for the 2018 Back to School BBQ. 
Above: Families fill their plates. 

Students ham it up for the camera 
at the Back to School BBQ 

Families enjoy a meal with area 
teachers and school staff. 



Number of Current Members: 341

Alliant Energy, 34 years
Best Western Tomah, 40 years

Cardinal IG, 31 years
City of Tomah, 24 years

CJ’s Transmission & Auto Repair, 6 years
CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP, 40 years

Coverra Insurance Services, Inc., 18 years
Culligan Water Treatment, 35 years

Dependable Title of Wisconsin, 12 years
Don’s Plumbing Service, 35 years

Dunkin Donuts, 5 years
Evans Print and Media, 11 years
Handishop Industries, 17 years

Johnson Litho Graphics of Eau Claire, 18 years
Lebakkens Rent-to-Own, 26 years

McDonalds, 34 years

Oakdale Credit Union, 35 years
Phillips Pharmacy, 40 years

Ray Olsen Construction, 19  years
RE/MAX Hometown Real Estate, LLC, 9 years
Sonnenburg Family Funeral Home, 29 years

Stars Boutique, 13 years
Super 8 Motel, 39 years

The Station, 6 years
Three Bears Resort, 9 years

Tomah Journal, 40 years
Tomah Property Management, 7 years

Village of Oakdale, 11 years
Warrens Cranberry Festival, 33 years

Wieser Bros. Construction, 3 years
Wilton Bus Service, 10 years
Wisconsin Transit Co., 4 years

July Renewals

Current Chamber Board
BOARD OFFICERS:
Chair- Jeff Cram
Past-Chair- Robin Pierce
Treasurer-Michelle Hagman
Matt Buswell
Christian Dawley 
Mitch Koel

BOARD DIRECTORS:
Kristi Betthauser
Kyle Evans
Jeremy Haldeman
Amanda Konsitzke
Anna Meyer
Kim Voigt

EX OFFICIO:
City of Tomah- Roger Gorius
VA Medical Center- Matthew 
Gowan
Western Technical College: 
Tomah- Nichole Purvis
Fort McCoy- Tonya Townsell
Tomah School Dist.- Cindy Zahrte
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Marco’s Italian & American Grill

New Members

&Membership
Board

downtownthursdaynights.com

July 4 
Georgia Clay

Aug 1
Avenger Joe

July 11 
Orchard Fire

Aug 8  
Casey Muessigmann

July 18 
Wheelhouse

Aug 15 
Cherry Pie

Windy Ridge Care
Assisted Liv ing Faci l ity

Staff of the

We’re building this city on rock & roll!

Kid Zone with Bounce Houses, Face 
Painting, Caricatures and kid-friendly food!



Water accounts for 60 percent of your body (or about 11 gallons or 92 pounds in a 155-pound person) and is essential to 
every cell. So it’s not to surprising that new research — reported on at a recent British Psychological Society Annual Con-
ference — found that college students who brought water with them into an exam scored higher marks than their counter-
parts who didn’t have water.

Unfortunately, the researchers didn’t look into whether the students actually drank the water. Nor did they investigate the 
reasons behind the study findings. But the researchers hypothesized that drinking water could improve students’ thinking 
and/or help students stay calm and quell their anxiety — both of which could hinder their test performance.

Their thinking makes sense: Other research has suggested that staying hydrated keeps your memory sharp, your mood 
stable and your motivation intact. You can also think through a problem more easily.

Staying hydrated doesn’t just impact your brain, though. Here are a few ways water benefits your body’s health.

1. Water helps prevent dry mouth.

2. Water promotes cardiovascular health.

3. Water keeps your body cool.

4. Water helps muscles and joints work better.

5. Water keeps skin supple

The Wellness Bite:
Benefits of Staying Hydrated

News about town
Edward Jones Financial Advisor Lenny Bakken Receives Spirit of Caring Award
Lenny Bakken of the financial services firm Edward Jones in Tomah recently received the firm’s exclusive Spirit 
of Caring Award designed to recognize those financial advisors who exemplify the values, culture and spirit of 
giving back. 

Bakken is a leader in the firm and an example of what a dedicated Edward Jones financial advisor can achieve. 
He has demonstrated unyielding dedication to giving back to his clients, community, other financial advisors, 
branch teams and their regional network. 

Bakken said he is honored to receive the award. 

“Edward Jones is a partnership. That structure is not just financial, it’s a philosophy,” Bakken said. “We work to-
gether, help each other and all share in the rewards of working with long-term individual investors. That brings 
out the best in everyone.”

Bakken was one of only 280 of the firm’s more than 18,000 financial advisors to receive the award.

Bakken’s office is located at The Heartland Cranberry Mall, North Tomah.

Edward Jones, a Fortune 500 company headquartered in St. Louis, provides financial services in the U.S. and, 
through its affiliate, in Canada. Every aspect of the firm’s business, from the investments its financial advisors 
offer to the location of its branch offices, caters to individual investors. The firm’s 18,000-plus financial advi-
sors serve more than 7 million clients and care for $1 trillion in assets under management. Visit our website at 
edwardjones.com and recruiting website at careers.edwardjones.com. Member SIPC.
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Downtown 
Thursday Night 

6pm-9pm

Willy Wonka 
7pm

THS Auditorium

Willy Wonka 
7pm

THS Auditorium

Crazy Days
9am

Downtown 
Tomah

Willy Wonka 
7pm

THS Auditorium

Downtown 
Thursday Night 

6pm-9pm

Ribbon Cutting
for Marco’s 
Italian & 

American Grill 
5:30pm

Downtown 
Thursday Night 

6pm-9pm

Networking 
Before 9 at 

Liberty Village 
8am

Ft. McCoy 
Community 
Appreciation
5pm | McCoy’s

Back to School 
BBQ
5pm

Fireman’s Park

Music on  
Milwaukee 

Street
4pm-11pm 
Downtown 

Tomah

5

National Night 
Out

4pm-8pm
Winnebago Park

The “Mane” 
Event

5pm-9pm
Lighthouse 
Assembly  
of God The “Mane” 

Event
5pm-9pm
Lighthouse 
Assembly  
of God

We’re protecting your dream,
So you can live it!

Ask Team Lassen how they can protect your dream at:
201 Helen Walton Drive Suite 7 Tomah, WI | (608) 372-8100 | http://bit.Ly/teamlassen 



More Hours
At Our 
Pop-Up 
Location

Membership eligibility required. Federally insured by NCUA. Anyone who lives or works in the counties of 
Monroe, La Crosse, Vernon, Jackson or Trempealeau is eligible for membership in 1st Community Credit Union. 
Immediate family of members are also eligible to join.  Hours will be expanded as we grow our team of Tomah 
employees. Follow us on Facebook for updates and announcements, or visit 1stccu.com.

• Open a Savings Account
• Open a Checking Account*
• Apply for a Debit Card
• Make a deposit
• Make a loan payment
• Make a cash withdrawal**

• Cash a check
• Sign up for our Mobile App
• Change your address and 

other contact information

*  Minors must have a parent as a joint owner 
     on checking account. 
**Withdrawal Limits Apply

Located at 201 Helen Walton Drive, Suite #9
Inside Heartland Cranberry Mall next to Ground Round

Our Pop-Up Branch Is Now Open: 

Tuesdays:         10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Wednesdays:     1:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Or by appointment, please call 888-706-1228

Services available at the Tomah Pop-Up Branch:

Spotlights
on Base at Fort McCoy

by Theresa Fitzgerald

Fort McCoy Commemorative Area open July 12, 20 and 26 to walk-in visitors
The Fort McCoy Commemorative Area will be open for walk-in visitors from noon to 4 p.m. July 12 and 26 and 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. July 20. Members of the public are welcome.

The Commemorative Area consists of the Equipment Park, five World War II-era buildings with historical displays, 
the History Center, and Veterans Memorial Plaza. The History Center and World War II-era buildings contain artifacts 
dating from Fort McCoy’s inception in 1909 up to present day.

On Fridays, members of the public must present valid photo IDs at the Visitor Control Center to get a visitor’s pass. 
For information on visitors’ passes, call the Visitor Control Center at 608-388-4988. On Saturdays, visitors may 
proceed directly to the temporary main gate, which is marked by electronic signs.

Groups of 15 or more may schedule tours from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. For more information, 
call the Public Affairs Office at 608-388-2407.

For more information, call 608-388-3517 or visit www.mccoy.armymwr.com.

August 22 Community Appreciation Night
Mark your calendars and plan to join us at the annual Fort McCoy Community Appreciation Night, Thursday, August 
22 beginning at 5 p.m. The event will be held in the courtyard area of McCoy’s, building 1571. Watch for our flier 
in next month’s newsletter.

Member Spotlight:  
Safe Ship Sisters 2, LLC

Safe Ship Sisters 2, LLC, owned and operated by Corinna Legault and Georgette Martin, is an authorized shipping 
store for: USPS, UPS, Fed Ex, DHL International, Spee-Dee Delivery and UMAC-Phillipines. They can help with all 
of your packing needs! They also rent mail boxes and sell stamps, boxes, and other packing materials - everything 
from bubble wrap, packing paper, and all of the materials that will keep your shipment safe from damages! Other 
services offered include: faxing, scanning, copying, and notarizing. Safe Ship Sisters 2 has even more to offer with 
their 30+ local vendors who make and sell crafts and retail items! You would be so surprised to see what’s in store!



Fort McCoy 
Community 
Appreciation 

 Mark your calendars and make plans to attend Fort 
McCoy’s 29th Annual Community Appreciation Night. 

 Invited are elected & appointed officials, business 
owners & managers/reps, and chamber of commerce 
members. 

 You won’t want to miss this great opportunity to meet 
and network with Fort McCoy senior leaders and en-
joy great food and beverages! 

DATE 
Thursday, August 22 

TIME 

Social @ 5 p.m. 

Program @ 6 p.m. 
WHERE 

McCoy’s Courtyard 
(Building 1571) 

WHAT 

Enjoy hors d’oeuvres,  
a selection of  

beverages, and  
great conversation 

 

Register for  
door prizes! 

 

 
IMPORTANT 

COORDINATING 
DETAILS 

Enter Fort McCoy 
using the alternate 

Main Gate. Follow the 
electronic signs. 

 

Present this 
flier and government-

issued photo 
Identification, such 
as a drivers license. 

 
Follow the signs on 

post to the event site. 
 

QUESTIONS? 

Call Fort McCoy 
Public Affairs at  
608-388-2407 

Tomah Chamber and Visitors Center | 310 N. Superior Ave. | tomahwisconsin.com

5:00pm at Fireman‘s Park

BBQ

BACK to SCHOOL
AUGUST 22ND

Come one, come all! Families in the Tomah Area School District are 
encouraged to join the community for an end of summer, Back to School 
BBQ evening! We’ll be at Firemans Park on Tuesday, August 22nd starting at 
5:00 PM.  Food and activities will be provided. Families will have a chance to 
meet some of the new and existing teachers from the Tomah Area School 
District and Parochial Schools.
 
Timberwood Bank will also be awarding 5 teachers with $200 to go towards 
the needs of their classrooms. The public is encouraged to nominate a 
deserving teacher to Timberwood Bank by August 10th. *Enter nominations 
at http://bit.ly/TimberwoodTeachers; or Mail to/drop off: Timberwood Bank, 
Attn. Nominate a Teacher, 110 W Veterans St, Tomah WI 54660.



K. Sterling & the 85Silver Band open at 4PM
SuperTuesday takes the stage at 7PM 

Early bird Tickets $10 or $15 cash only day of event
tickets can be purchased online at  

Tomahwisconsin.com or in person at:
All American Do-It Center in Tomah,  

Am-Fam Insurance-Jeremy Haldeman Agency,   
Timberwood Bank, Tomah Cash Store & Vino Anjo

Must be age 21 or older to attend this event

August 24, 2019

Proudly brought to you by:
Tomah Norwalk

 

Tomah Nursing 

and Rehabilitation 

Tomah Nursing 
& Rehab

Welcome to the halfway point of our Downtown Thursday 
Nights concert series!  I can’t believe we’ve made it through 
our first three weeks!  So many people have been asking me 
questions about this event, it’s conception and the planning 
that I thought it was easier to write this letter and share our 
story and our dream.  

Let’s begin with “I can be talked in to some crazy stuff ”.  I be-
lieve it was November of last year when we were approached 
to put together a six week concert series.  The gentleman 
whom we’re working with had set up similar programs in 
other states, and wanted to bring their work to Wisconsin.  
At that time, I felt as though we already had enough work on 
our plates, but my staff member, Shay Jilek, with a wild spark 
in her eye, insisted that I consider it.  I posed the discussion 
to an Executive Board member, Jeff Cram.  Always seeing 
the “bigger picture”, Jeff ’s influence and those discussions 
led to dreams and the dreams led to us putting on a six week 
concert series.  It all sounds so simple as I type out these few 
sentences.    

This has been anything but simple!

Our first order of business was to define our purpose.  Why 
would we put on this event?  Our immediate motivation was 
to use this as an economic driver for our community.  We 
wanted to be able to bring more attention and foot traffic to 
our downtown, because after all, a strong downtown is a key 
component to a healthy community. Our vision included 
uniting businesses and non-profits towards this common 
goal and to make this a true community effort. We felt that 
Tomah has put significant investment into forming the 
Downtown Master Plan, developing TID 8, and updating the 
streetlights (coming soon)!  We felt if we built this event in 
downtown, many community groups could embrace it and 
find a way to grow through the event.

We wanted to close down a city street in the downtown, so 
we immediately began scoping out locations. We assessed 
every block of the downtown corridor.  Then we asked many 
of the City of Tomah’s department heads to sit with us and 
discuss the options and if the possibility of this event was 
even feasible.  Each department embraced the concept and 
pledged to work with us to make the event possible. It was 
Tomah’s Police Chief, Mark Nicolson, who suggested we 
hold the event on the 800 block of Superior, right in front of 
the police station.  

At the time, we were surprised with the suggestion. The mere 
suggestion seemed like something that would take the event 
to the next level of extraordinary. Closing down Superior 
Avenue could make the event so noticeable that it could be 

bigger than we originally dreamt it could be, but closing Su-
perior at this particular spot gave the event stability.  Having 
the event in front of the police station would help us to mit-
igate possible over-drinking (who is going to over drink in 
front of the police station?).  This also meant we had access 
to adequate parking, event overflow space (the parking lot 
south of the police station) and power sources.  Also, since 
we identified early on that the purpose of this event was to 
spur economic development, it made sense to give a nod to 
the largest economic investment in Tomah’s downtown: the 
3rd Gen “Tee Pee Building” project.  Our committee felt that 
their investment in turning a blighted property into a beau-
tiful destination was an important part of our downtown’s 
story.  Our goal is to expand and we hope that every business 
finds a way to embrace the event and find a way to showcase 
their business at it.  Enter the Break Room and Chad Mad-
son.  When Chad heard about our event and the location, 
he had some good questions so came to us directly to ask 
them. He then thought of ways he could use the event to his 
advantage.  Not only did he decide to sponsor the event and 
sell food at it, but also to use it to drive more business to his 
restaurant.  I applaud you, Chad!  Thank you for seeing our 
vision and working with us to embrace it!

We knew we needed food at the event and began to ap-
proach our local restaurants to give them all the first op-
portunity to sell food.  Not all of our local food vendors had 
the equipment or resources to make it possible, so we began 
reaching out to some food trucks in order to supply the 
eatery demands we anticipated. The mix of local and outside 
options has been well received by attendees!

Despite our best laid out plans, this event hasn’t gone off 
without certain hitches.  We learned in the first two weeks 
that the bounce houses were understaffed.  While our 
contract with the company did state they would be staffed, 
it wasn’t to a level that could keep up with the demand.  We 
have mitigated that by hiring a team to help monitor their 
usage and keep up with the excitement of all the kiddos.  

We also ran into some issues with having enough electric-
ity. Chris Dawley quickly became our “Knight in Shining 
Armor” on several occasions. He enlisted the help of Ryan 
Storkel who saved the day several times! When I say that this 
event is truly the creation of the Tomah community, I am 
referring to these guys and so many others who stepped up 
when needed to make things happen!

What a great summer!



We were able to borrow the Norwalk Lions Club trailer to use 
for our stage for 4 out of the 6 weeks.  This has worked out as 
a fantastic option for our stage; however, we then realized we 
need semi trucks and drivers who are willing to move it from 
location to location. Thank goodness we are centered in a 
transportation hub!  We lucked out with more great commu-
nity partners such as Wisconsin Transport and Keene’s Trans-
port who are helping us move our stage to and from Superior 
Avenue.  On the two weeks that we can’t use the Norwalk Lions 
trailer, Tomah Lumber will be allowing us to use one of their 
trucks for the stage.  We can’t wait to see how this will come 
together!

We spent a lot of time trying to predict how many people would 
show up to events.  On the 4th of July, Jeremy Haldeman and I 
stood in the street, nervously trying to guess how many people 
might show up in the next 45 minutes…400 maybe?  We decid-
ed we would be satisfied with that showing of support and put 
a lunch bet on it. But we didn’t hit 400, by all estimates, we had 
between 1200-1400 people come!  (I don’t recall who owes who 
lunch, Jeremy!) Our socks were blown off!  Could we attribute 
this to the first event landing on a holiday?  We weren’t sure 
what to expect for the second night.  This time, our estimates 
were between 1,000 and 1,100.  As this was going on at the same 
time as Country Boom, we still didn’t know what to expect for 
the next week…well, on July 18th, we had somewhere between 
1,400 and 1,600 people join us on the streets!  Can you believe 
it, because I’m still not sure I can!

The Tomah Chamber and Visitors Center was braced to take a 
bit of a fiscal loss on this first year event.  A risk we were willing 
to take because we believe so fiercely in the future of Tomah 
and our original dream.  Thankfully, many local sponsors saw 
our vision and stepped up. While the Chamber and Visitors 
Center won’t make money on this event, our intention is to 
facilitate the opportunity for everyone else involved to make 
money.  All of the non-profit and civic groups involved are 
bringing in cash from the event that will fund their scope of 
work and future community projects.  The businesses that are 
making money are also many of the same businesses who give 
back and support local work and community projects. We 
believe and hope that our businesses will see what this event is 
and continue to step up to fund it in the years to come for the 
betterment of Tomah. 

We are through our first three weeks, folks.  We are taking a 
break this week to encourage people to spend time at the Mon-
roe County Fair.  We are taking this week to recharge.  We are 
taking this week to pinch ourselves to make sure we aren’t still 
dreaming!  Next week, we will return with more great bands, 
more energy and even more love for Tomah.  

Thank you for the positive energy, the sponsorship, the belief 
that we can do this and the encouraging comments.  So many 
people have come up to me saying “This is what Tomah has 
needed”.  That encouragement and support has not only kept 
me awake late at night, but it has fueled even more dreams. That 
being said, we have three weeks left of live bands on Superior 

Avenue followed up by our capstone event: Music on Milwau-
kee on August 24th which will be on  East Milwaukee Street 
starting at 4:00 and will feature more great music.

Thank you for your support, Tomah, you fill my heart.  I look 
forward to seeing you on the streets living those dreams!

Carmichael &
Quartemont, S.C.

MEMBERSHIP TIERS

Lead Influence Accelerated Growth

HO-CHUNK 
CINEMA

Schreier’s Auto Supply

Tomah Nursing & Rehab

1220 MARK AVENUE • TOMAH, WI 54660

608-372-4455


